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Mission

ÅThe Mission of the Department of Fish and 
Game is to manage Californiaôs diverse 
fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the 
habitats upon which they depend for their 
ecological values and for their use and 
enjoyment by the public.

ÅPublic Trust Doctrine
ïWildlife is owned by no one and held in trust by 

governments for the benefit of present and 
future generations.
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Mission

ÅExpanding Mission
ï1870 ïProviding for fish restoration

ï1878 ïAuthority expanded to include game

ï1907 ïFirst hunting licenses issued; warden 
force of 73

ï1939 ïEmploy full-time disease investigation 
personnel

ï1957 ïMarine region created

ï1970 ïCalifornia Environmental Quality Act

ï1984 ïCalifornia Endangered Species Act

ï1991 ïNatural Community Conservation 
Planning Act
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Mission

ÅFish & Game Code sections 710 and 711  
ï710. The Legislature finds and declares that the 

department has in the past not been adequately funded 
to meet its mandates. The principal causes have been 
the fixed nature of the department's revenues in contrast 
with the rising costs resulting from inflation, the 
increased burden on the department to carry out its 
public trust responsibilities, and additional 
responsibilities placed on the department by the 
Legislature. This lack of funding has prevented proper 
planning and manpower allocationé

ï711.  (a) it is the intent of the Legislature to ensure 
adequate funding from appropriate sources for the 
departmenté
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Mandates

ÅMission has 
expanded over 
time to include a 
broad list of 
mandates and 
activities.

http://californiaoutdoors.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/kaiab_stein1.jpg
http://californiaoutdoors.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/hunting-at-sunset2.jpg
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Mandates

ÅBiodiversity Conservation includes:

ïConservation planning and banking

ïMonitoring invasive species, exotic 
species and nuisance wildlife

ïHabitat enhancement and restoration

ïResource assessment and 
management

ïEnvironmental Regulation

ïNatural Community Conservation 
Planning Act
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Mandates

ÅHunting, Fishing & Public Use
ïProvide hunting and fishing opportunities 

based on sound science

ïIssue permits and licenses along with public 

information and education materials

ïPopulation survey, monitoring and applied 

research

ïRecommend regulatory changes
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Mandates

ÅManagement of Department Lands & 

Facilities

ïDirectly manage more than a  million 

acres as wildlife and ecological reserves

ïEvaluate lands considered for 

acquisition for benefit to wildlife and fish 

resources

ïEstablish and implement partnerships 

for land conservation and management
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Mandates

ÅLaw Enforcement
ïServe Public Safety and Homeland Security 

Functions

ïEnforcement related to Habitat Protection

ïInvestigation of Illegal Commercialization of 
Fish and Wildlife

ïInvestigation of Pollution Incidents

ïEnforcement on Department Lands

ïEnforcement of Fish & Game Code provisions 
and related regulations

ïThreatened & Endangered Species Protection 
and Investigation

ïInvasive Species Investigation
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Mandates

ÅCommunication, Education & Outreach
ïCommunications - Internal and External
ÅMedia relations

ÅPublications 

ÅStaff communications

ÅSpecial projects and partnerships
ïTax Check Off, Trout Openers, Lead Ban Outreach, 

Keep Me Wild, etc.

ïEducation ïIn-classroom and out
ÅIn-Classroom - Project Wild, Aquarium Education 

Program

ÅOutside of Classroom - National Archery in the 
Schools Program, Fishing in the City, Fishing 
Passport Program, California Heritage Trout 
Challenge
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Mandates

ÅSpill Prevention & Response
ï Responding as lead agency for oil spill 

prevention and response in California

ï Preparedness and Prevention:

ÅRequire oil spill contingency plans, including 
drills/testing

ÅMonitor vessels during fuel transfers, ensure safety 
compliance

ÅDevelop and regulate best maritime practices

ï First Response:

ÅParticipate in spill management 

ÅProtect sensitive sites, rescue injured wildlife

Å Investigate cause(s) of spill

ï Restoration:

ÅAssess injuries to natural resources and pursue 
monetary damages from responsible parties

ÅDevelop and implement restoration plans

ïDelegated responsibility for on-shore 
pollution events
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Organizational Structure and 

Management


