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Mission

A The Mission of the Department of Fish and
Game I s to manage Cal
fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the
habitats upon which they depend for their
ecological values and for their use and
enjoyment by the public.

A Public Trust Doctrine

I Wildlife is owned by no one and held in trust by
governments for the benefit of present and
future generations.




Mission

A Expanding Mission

1870 1 Providing for fish restoration
1878 1 Authority expanded to include game

1907 1 First hunting licenses issued; warden
force of 73

1939 17 Employ full-time disease investigation
personnel

1957 17 Marine region created
1970 1 California Environmental Quality Act
1984 1 California Endangered Species Act

19911 Natural Community Conservation
Planning Act
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Mission

A Fish & Game Code sections 710 and 711

I 710. The Legislature finds and declares that the
department has in the past not been adequately funded
to meet its mandates. The principal causes have been
the fixed nature of the department's revenues in contrast
with the rising costs resulting from inflation, the
Increased burden on the department to carry out its
public trust responsibilities, and additional
responsibilities placed on the department by the
Legislature. This lack of funding has prevented proper
pl anning and manpower al |l oce

I 711. (a)itis the intent of the Legislature to ensure
adequate funding from appropriate sources for the
depart ment é

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH&GAME




Mandates

\ Mission has
expanded over
time to include a
broad list of
mandates and
activities.
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Mandates

A Biodiversity Conservation includes:
I Conservation planning and banking

I Monitoring invasive species, exotic
species and nuisance wildlife

I Habitat enhancement and restoration

I Resource assessment and
management

I Environmental Regulation

I Natural Community Conservation
Planning Act




A Huntlng Fishing & Public Use

Mandates

Provide hunting and fishing opportunltles
based on sound science

Issue permits and licenses along with public
Information and education materials

Population survey, monitoring and applied
research

Recommend regulatory changes
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Mandates

A Management of Department Lands &
Facilities
I Directly manage more than a million
acres as wildlife and ecological reserves

I Evaluate lands considered for
acquisition for benefit to wildlife and fish
resources

I Establish and implement partnerships
for land conservation and manageme




Mandates

A Law Enforcement

I Serve Public Safety and Homeland Security
Functions

I Enforcement related to Habitat Protection

I Investigation of lllegal Commercialization of
Fish and Wildlife

I Investigation of Pollution Incidents
I Enforcement on Department Lands

I Enforcement of Fish & Game Code provisions
and related regulations

I Threatened & Endangered Species Protection
and Investigation

I Invasive Species Investigation CALIFORNIA

FISH%GAME




Mandates

A Communication, Education & Outreach

I Communications - Internal and External
A Media relations
A Publications
A Staff communications

A Special projects and partnerships

I Tax Check Off, Trout Openers, Lead Ban Outreach,
Keep Me Wild, etc.

I Education i In-classroom and out

A In-Classroom - Project Wild, Aquarium Education
Program

A Outside of Classroom - National Archery in the
Schools Program, Fishing in the City, Fishing
Passport Program, California Heritage Trout
Challenge CALIFORNIA
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Mandates

A Spill Prevention & Response

Responding as lead agency for oil spill
prevention and response in California
Preparedness and Prevention:

A Require oil spill contingency plans, including
drills/testing

A Monitor vessels during fuel transfers, ensure safety
compliance

A Develop and regulate best maritime practices

First Response:
A Participate in spill management
A Protect sensitive sites, rescue injured wildlife
A Investigate cause(s) of spill

Restoration:

A Assess injuries to natural resources and pursue
monetary damages from responsible parties

A Develop and implement restoration plans
Delegated responsibility for on-shore Sl A
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Organizational Structure and

Management

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH&GAME

s




